
Used at airports and parcel carrier termi-
nals, Vaculex harnesses vacuum technology 
to lift bags.

An electric vacuum pump, or ejector 
pump, pumps out the air to create the 
desired vacuum level. When a suction foot 
is placed (airtight) on a bag, the result is 
lower pressure. The difference in pressure 
makes the tube contract vertically and the 
object is lifted.

The ILA union’s local chapter has been 
’extremely happy with the system as it will 
signifi cantly reduce the potential for back 
injuries to their labor force. This system has 
been a win-win for all involved,’ Moroney 
said.

The investment was 100% on the Ceres 
side, however the terminal operator got as-
sistance from the Canaveral Port Authority 
team with matters like obtaining construc-
tion approvals, and the installation was 

completed by the construction company 
that built the terminal.
Ceres’ out-of-pocket cost was approximate-
ly $400,000, including installation.

Moroney told Seatrade Cruise News there 
are no current plans to install Vaculex at 
other cruise terminals since many factors 
have to be considered during the terminal 
design process.

’However, we are aware that some of the 
lines are interested in the system for their 
new terminals coming down the road. 
Should Ceres ever invest in cruise infra-
structure in the future, we surely will look 
to include this system again,’ Moroney said.
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CERES IMPLEMENTS INNOVATIVE BAGGAGE 
HANDLING SYSTEM AT PORT CANAVERAL

Before Oasis of the Seas began sail-
ing from Port Canaveral, Ceres 
Terminals took the initiative of in-
stalling the Vaculex system curbside 
to load baggage onto the conveyor 
belts and inside Cruise Terminal 1.

Vaculex has ’operated fl awlessly’ with the 
port’s previously installed baggage con-
veyor system, according to Robert Moroney, 
director, cruise services, Ceres Terminals.

A stevedore uses the Vaculex system to lift bags curbside
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